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How to do things with words: language-related 
challenge-based & action-research projects 
to break social barriers







Critical linguistic awareness and 
speaker agency: action-research for 

sociolinguistic equity





Resisting language inequality



teaching-and-learning 
innovation projects

Service Learning
Challenge Based Learning



Comunicación sencilla de conceptos jurídicos
para personas con discapacidad intelectual

Porque la dificultad
del lenguaje jurídico
provoca indefensión
y agrava las desigualdades

Porque legalmente
las personas
con discapacidad intelectual
no necesitan tutela
para contratar

Un proyecto de
aprendizaje-servicio







Hands-on, horizontal work helps participants gain agency (orchestra 
conductors do not play the instruments, musicians do, so they are 
the main characters)

Everybody’s knowledge is welcome (and helps create epistemic 
communities of practice)

Increased awareness (on this ocassion, critical sociolinguistic 
awareness)

Real-world impact (hence bridging the gap between academia and 
society)

Opportunities of participatory methodologies



Extremely demanding in terms of time and coordination:

 Promote first-person engagement (reminding participants they 
are responding to a real need in the real world)

 Set a week-by-week calendar and assume the project will take 
longer than anticipated (if not a possibility, reduce 
scope/difficulty)

 Foster communication (various channels), give clear 
instructions and share docs online

 Showcase results

Challenges (and how to try and face them)
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clara.molina@uam.es
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