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SUMMARY

My name is Yasemin, and I am currently pursuing my PhD in Turkish Language Education at
Dokuz Eylul University in [zmir. My primary research focuses on utilizing generative Al to
enhance Turkish language learning for foreigners, with a specific emphasis on C1 and C2 level
reading comprehension and academic language acquisition. To this end, I designed an
application named Satir Arasi, which is grounded in my doctoral thesis and structured to be
adaptable for general language instruction across different languages.

Having explored metaphors in my master's thesis, I strongly believe that metaphors reflect the
culture and cognition of a society. Understanding a culture's metaphors is essential for language
teaching, as language education is inherently bound to cultural instruction. Furthermore, I view
metaphors and reality as multifaceted phenomena best understood through different
perspectives, which drives my multidisciplinary approach. Ultimately, my goal is to
meaningfully contribute to the academic community, guided by the principle that science
achieves its true purpose when its application directly improves human lives.

MY ACADEMIC WORK
MY MASTER THESIS

e Yagc, Y. (2023). Dile ve dil bilgisine yonelik metaforlar [Metaphors regarding language
and grammar] [Master's thesis, Dokuz Eyliil University].

Abstract: Change and development in social and natural sciences have brought a new
interpretation to the concepts of understanding and perception in the context of "specificity".
This new interpretation has led to the pluralization of truth and reality. The pluralization of
reality and truth reflected in every field from physical science to language itself and
education, and emphasized the importance of metaphors as a mental design. The
understanding of education shaped by this new interpretation has brought the constructivist
approach to the agenda with the Turkish education and training program in our country and
has continued its effectiveness until today. According to constructivism, students' minds are
central. Students construct the underlying meanings of knowledge by using the stimuli they
receive from the outside world through their senses. Learning is not passively contemplating
the knowledge that exists in the external world. The reason why the information produced in
an active direction does not have a passive structure is due to the fact that everyone's thoughts
are relative. Thoughts, which are relative for everyone, makes minds "single"” just as they



make metaphors which are mental designs, single too.. Language is the individual knowledge
and thoughts that exist in the mind and come out of the head. Therefore, the language that
comes out of the mind is as individual as the mind, and the grammar, which benefits the act of
telling and understanding by making the language a system, also organizes the mind

by arranging the language.

In this study, it is thought that the examination of metaphors, which is an individual creation
and a mental design, will contribute to the structure and education style of the program, which
focuses on the student and is sensitive to individual difference. It was conducted using the
phenomenology design, one of the qualitative research designs, and it was aimed to reveal the
metaphors of Turkish teacher candidates about language and grammar. For reaching this goal
firstly. The metaphors which creates the perspective of reality and truth, is discussed in the
triangle of language, physics and mind. Afterwards, two semi-structured interview processes
and observation processes were applied for the metaphors of language and grammar with a
participant group of 13 Turkish teacher candidates. The obtained data were analyzed with the
N Vivo program, and the general analysis of the resulting data and a special analysis for each
participant were made. In the general analysis, 10 themes were created for metaphors. With the
result that the aspects and processes of creating this theme differ in the special analysis, even if
the metaphors of the people are gathered under the same theme. The uncertainty of the reality
that exists in nature itself was emphasized by accentuating the metaphors of Turkish teacher
candidates about language and grammar. In this way, it is thought that this work will contribute
to the development of learning brains that will create metaphors about language and grammar.

ARTICLES PUBLISHED IN INTERNATIONAL PEER-REVIEWED JOURNALS

e Yagcy, Y. (2025). From the problem of reality and truth to metaphor, from metaphor to
language, grammar, and teaching-learning processes. 21. Yiizyilda Egitim ve Toplum,
14(40).

This article is based on my master's thesis. It approaches the subject of metaphor from the
perspectives of physics, philosophy, and linguistics.

PAPERS PRESENTED AT INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC MEETINGS AND PUBLISHED
IN CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS:

e Yagci,, Y. (2022). “Kendi kendine ogrenme modeli ile girisimcilik yetkinligi
gelistirilebilir mi?” sorusu iizerine bir nitel aragtirma [A qualitative research on the
question “can entrepreneurship competency be developed with a self-directed learning
model?”] [Full paper presentation]. 6. Uluslararasi Sinrsiz Egitim ve Arastirma
Sempozyumu, Izmir, Turkey

In this study, the skill of self-directed learning is examined in terms of its role in developing
entrepreneurial skills. Self-learning is beneficial for every student because it improves their



ability to be enterprising. When a person practises self-learning, they develop more initiative,
and this enterprising ability gives them the courage to try new things.

e Yagci, Y., Akkaya, N., & Sarpkaya, S. (2025). Yabancilara Tiirk¢e oOgretiminde
siir/kiiltiirel etkilesim baglaminda siir [Poetry in teaching Turkish to foreigners / poetry
in the context of cultural interaction] [Full paper presentation]. 9th International
Unlimited Education and Research Symposium, Online.

In this study, language teaching to foreigners is approached as the teaching of culture, and the
incorporation of our poems into the teaching process within the context of cultural interaction
1s examined.

e Akkaya, N., Sarpkaya, S., & Yagci, Y. (2025, May 8-10). Yabancilara Tiirkce
ogretiminde roman tiiriinden yararlanma [Utilizing the novel genre in teaching Turkish
to foreigners] [Full paper presentation]. 9th International Unlimited Education and
Research Symposium, Online.

In this study, language teaching to foreigners is approached as the teaching of culture, and the
incorporation of our novels into the teaching process within the context of cultural interaction
1s examined.

e Sarpkaya, S., Akkaya, N., & Yagci, Y. (2025, May 8-10). Yabancilara Tiirk¢e
ogretiminde oykii kullanimi ve kiiltiirel etkilegsim [The use of short stories and cultural
interaction in teaching Turkish to foreigners] [Full paper presentation]. 9th International
Unlimited Education and Research Symposium, Online.

In this study, language teaching to foreigners is approached as the teaching of culture, and the
incorporation of our stories into the teaching process within the context of cultural interaction
is examined.

BOOK CHAPTER

e Yasemin, Y. (2023). Dilbilgisi 6gretiminde metafor kullanimi. [Using metaphor for
teaching grammar] A. Tiirkel & B. Savas (Ed.), Tiirkge 6gretiminde yeni yaklasimlar (p.
68-76) in. Gece Kitaplig1.

This study examines the use of metaphors as an educational tool in grammar instruction.

e Yasemin, Y. (2024). Felsefe ve dil. [Philosophia and Language] E. Y. Sahin (Ed.), Dil
egitimi ve arastirmalar: — I (p. 20-30) in. Paradigma Akademi.

Philosophy—which literally translates to "love of knowledge"—inherently involves the act of
thinking. Thoughts emerge as a result of this act of thinking, and it is language that enables
thought to move from within the mind and extend outward. Individuals who engage in thinking
and generate ideas contribute to both their own personal growth and societal development
through language. Based on this perspective, this study aims to demonstrate the strong bridge
connecting language and philosophy—two fields that might otherwise appear as far apart as
two separate chasms.



UNPUBLISHED WORKS

e Yagcy Y. & Akkaya N. “Reading of Poverty”

Reading poverty is a societal issue that extends beyond basic illiteracy, encompassing a lack of
reading materials, insufficient mental stimulation, emotional and neurological barriers (such as
alexia and dyslexia), and the absence of supportive learning environments. This issue creates
severe global and regional educational inequities, which are further exacerbated by the
disparities between eastern and western regions. In eastern regions, alongside deficiencies in
libraries, internet access, and basic infrastructure, security challenges directly threaten
education; specifically, the PKK terrorist organization targets and murders teachers solely
because they reject teachers appointed by the Republic of Turkey. Consequently, the
convergence of psycho-social and socio-political adversities hinders students' access to quality
education, deepening reading poverty and ultimately disengaging learners from the educational
process.

ACADEMIC POSITIONS

e Ministry Of National Education — Turkish Language Teaching (2024-2026)
e Private Schools— Turkish Language Teaching (2022-2024)



